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Drawing upon her vast knowledge of perennials and how they perform in the arid Southwest, Mary

Irish has produced the definitive guide for gardeners who want to create lush, colorful gardens while

keeping artificial irrigation to a minimum. This book will help Southwest gardeners meet the

challenge of growing perennials successfully by providing inspired, practical information on how to

design dry-climate gardens and an A-Z guide to 156 proven plants. Each entry includes the plant's

scientific and common names, distribution, cultural needs, drought tolerance, and ornamental

characteristics. Written in a clear, reader-friendly style and profusely illustrated with sparkling color

photographs, this invaluable volume makes Irish's expertise available to every gardener.
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I feel this book deserves a much higher score for the information it contains about this

under-represented area of gardening. I hate to see a book trashed for odd reasons and would like to

elaborate on why I value this book.One reader has a problem with the fact that this book is not for

the Four-Corners area. As one who lives in sizzling Phoenix, I can relate to the disappointment of

not having books relate to my area. (So few books relate to Phoenix that it's fantastic to find a good

one that does.) The description of the book in  and on the cover of the book may not have

adequately given away it's low-desert content, but that doesn't make it a bad book. If the book had

been flipped through at a book store, the buyer would have known whether the book met their

needs. Buying on  is a short-cut. The fact that we are giving up our ability to peruse every page is



the down side to the ease of purchase and lower prices we pay.Another reader didn't like the fact

that everyone in their neighborhood had a copy of this book. Sounds like whoever recommended it

was being very responsible in urging water conservation and in steering homeowners toward plants

that won't die the first season they are planted. The fact that Phoenix nurseries sell plants that won't

live here without excessive babying leads many people down the wrong path. Crispy plants are a

disappointing phenomenon that plagues gardeners without sufficient knowledge of the locale.Of all

the arguments, the one about the photos being too small is the only one that actually pertains to this

book. Yes, the pictures are small. But the book is so good that I'm happy to do a "G00gle Images"

search to see what MANY photos of a plant look like before deciding if I want it.
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